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REPLACEMENT OF IRAN'S PRIME MIRISTER INDICATED

growing certainty of replacement

ot

Prime ¥ipister Zshedi sooan after Shah's return scheduled

for late February.

A.

B,

Political deterioration say force Shah to shorien his
BEaropead visit. | .

Zabedi's incressingly poor health supports Shah's reported
opinion thet prime wmisister is now incapable of carryisg
on effective sdmimistratiou. Zahedi has not attended his
strife-ridden tabinet nesetings since sid-Decembey.

Several candidates caspaignisg for premiership. Benator
Bgbal, university chancellor, believed Shad's choice at
pressnt. Retired gemerals Arfs and XKia also capdidates.

Zshedi recently

said, "I came in on a tank apd if pecessary I will go out
on & tenk.” Neverthsless, prime minister has mno conirol
over sources of power snd sven one of bis stasunch supporters
recuntly advised hiwm to quit before he was forced out
ignominiously.
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